
Clitheroe Concerts Society

The Clitheroe Concert Society’s theme of youth and experience in their 60th Season continued with a wonderful concert given by the Eblana String Trio with David Curington.

Despite a bitterly cold evening, a good sized audience enjoyed a very varied programme of music ranging from Bach and Mozart to Finzi, Britten and Moeran. The Trio with David Curington were awarded the RNCM Ensemble of the year in 2010 and it was very easy to hear why!

The Bach was a transcription of several movements of his Three Part Inventions, written originally as practice pieces for his son. Hearing them played by three instruments makes them even more amazing in their original form for a single keyboard player. This was an attractive start to the concert. 

Mozart’s Oboe Quartet came next, a longer piece of music and one with fearsome technical challenges for the oboist, who has a prominent part throughout. Very Mozart, in the fullest and best understanding of the phrase, the sprightly first movement has all three instruments contributing ideas before a quiet conclusion. The middle movement is fairly short, but spell binding in the way the instruments interact, starting with the oboe playing high above the strings with long flowing lines of melody. The last movement rounds things off with its jaunty theme and ends with the strings playing in 6/8 time while the oboe plays in 4/4 time! A virtuosic piece of music, requiring equal virtuosity to play it.  

The popular British composer Gerald Finzi’s Prelude and Fugue came next, a well-judged contrast in style and sound. It was Finzi’s only chamber work and composed just before the outbreak of the Second World War

The final work before the interval was a solo oboe piece: Britten’s Metamorphoses after Ovid, giving a portrait in sound of Pan, Bacchus, Narcissus and Arethusa. This was both witty and entertaining - and superbly played.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The second half of the concert was well judged with just two major works by British composers. First, continuing the “youth” theme, Benjamin Britain’s “Phantasy Quartet”, written when he was only 19 in 1932, given a superb performance. This starts very quietly, silence giving way to a muted cello, sounding as if heard from a distance, but eventually joined by the other instruments. The cello enters with a singing melody above the strings’ March. The music becomes faster with the themes passed around the four instruments. Eventually the oboe drops out of the musical conversation, which becomes fast and stormy but eventually slows and quietens before the oboe returns, now playing freely above the strings’ almost hypnotic accompaniment. The music evolves again and returns to the opening March. Eventually this dies away to leave the muted cello fading into the distance.






The final work was a string trio by Ernest Moeran, written in 1931.  He was a notable collector of folk music, collecting 150 songs in Norfolk and Suffolk alone. It’s little surprise that his attractive music contains references to folk tunes and is rather lean in nature, in response to his dislike of Delius’ music which he described as “Mush”! The first movement was lively and lyrical; the second movement rather bleak, possibly a response to his friend Peter Warlock’s recent death; while the third movement returns to the lyrical, finally ending in wild jig, whirling to a conclusion.

The audience’s reaction was highly enthusiastic. “Just wonderful”, “Superb evening”; “Brilliant playing!” were some of the comments. The quartet just caught the train back to Manchester and in response to emailed thanks, Jonathan Martindale said: “There wasn't sufficient time to say how grateful we were for your hospitality, and also how much we enjoyed playing. I personally felt the room had a great 'feel' for chamber music with a good sound and intimate atmosphere, whilst also accommodating a good audience.....” It’s surely the perfect concert when both audience and musicians come away with such good feelings.

The Society’s next concert will be on Wednesday 7th March at 7:30 at the CRGS Sixth Form Centre on York Street when the Duo Teresa Carreño play Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninov, followed by Piazzola, Villa-Lobos and Ginastera. Tickets can be obtained from Clitheroe Music, the Tourist Information Office, or at the door on the night. For details and on-line booking see: www.clitheroeconcerts.org/ 
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